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What the data tells us.

• Vote by mail has become the most popular voting 
method for California’s voters.

• Vote centers have high traffic on e-1 and Election 
day.

• Vote center use is seeing a steady increase in VBM 
vote center drop off, especially on Election day.



Overview

• Vote by mail (VBM) and In-person voting trends
• Statewide
• VCA counties

• Vote Center Usage
• How
• When

• Conclusions



Voter Registration 
and Turnout



Statewide vs VCA counties

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election Statement of Vote or VCA reports



VBM and In-person 
voting



Statewide 
and VCA 
counties: 

VBM most 
popular

(VCA)

(VCA)

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election Statement of Vote or VCA reports



Vote Center 
Participation



*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election Statement of Vote or VCA reports



*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election Statement of Vote or VCA reports



2020 Primary through 2024 Primary Elections vote center participation

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State  VCA voter participation reports



2020 Primary Election: How

Statewide 
Voter turnout: 47%

In-person: 28%

15 VCA counties
14% of all votes 
came from in-

person votes at 
vote centers.

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election Statement of vote,  VCA voter 
participation reports, and VCA reports



2020 Primary Election: When

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State  VCA voter participation report



2020 General Election: How

Statewide 
Voter turnout: 81%

In-person: 13%

15 VCA counties
8% of all votes 
came from in-

person votes at 
centers.

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election Statement of vote,  VCA voter participation  and VCA reports



2020 General Election: When

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State  VCA voter participation report



2021 Recall Election: How

Statewide 
Voter turnout: 58%

In-person: 9%

15 VCA counties
5% of all votes 
came from in-

person votes at 
centers.

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election  Statement of vote, VCA voter participation and VCA reports

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election Statement of vote,  VCA voter 
participation reports, and VCA reports



2021 Recall Election: When

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State  VCA voter participation report



2020 – 2021 elections (15 VCA counties)

• High levels of voter activity often take place during the 4-day vote 
center period, especially e-1 and Election day, but there are some 
instances where e-4 also sees high activity.

• Regular ballot (in-person) voting is generally more popular in vote 
centers than VBM vote center drop off.

• Those who vote on e-10 tend to prefer voting in-person.



2022 Primary Election: How

Statewide 
Voter turnout: 33%

In-person: 9%

27 VCA counties
7% of all votes 
came from in-

person votes at 
centers.

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election  Statement of vote, VCA voter participation and VCA reports



2022 Primary Election: When

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State  VCA voter participation report



2022 General Election: How

Statewide
Voter turnout: 51%

In-person: 12%

27 VCA counties
10% of all votes 
came from in-

person votes at 
centers.

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election  Statement of vote, VCA voter participation and VCA reports



2022 General Election: When

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State  VCA voter participation report



2024 Primary Election: How

Statewide 
Voter turnout: 35%

In-person: 12%

29 VCA counties
9% of all votes 
came from in-

person votes at 
centers

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State Election  Statement of vote, VCA voter participation and VCA reports



2024 Primary Election: When

*VoteCal data from CA Secretary of State  VCA voter participation report



2022 elections – 27 VCA counties
2024 elections – 29 VCA counties

• Beginning with the 2022 Primary election, VBM vote center drop 
off on election day overtake regular ballots.

• The popularity of vote center drop off increased from e-8 and e-5.

2022 – 2024 Elections



Conclusions



• Vote by mail has become the most popular voting 
method for California’s voters.

• Vote centers have high traffic on Election day.
• Vote center use is seeing a steady increase in VBM 
vote center drop off, especially on Election day.



Questions
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