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Proposed Initiative Enters Circulation
Single-Payer Health Care Coverage. Initiative Statute.

SACRAMENTO, CA - Secretary of State Bruce McPherson announced today
that the proponent of a new initiative may begin collecting petition signatures for his
measure.

The Attorney General’s official title and summary is as follows:

SINGLE-PAYER HEALTH CARE COVERAGE. INITIATIVE STATUTE.
Establishes state agency to administer new California Health Insurance System.
Provides California residents single-payer comprehensive health care coverage,
including prescription drugs. Funded by premiums imposed on income-earners
and employers, based on specified criteria, and existing federal, state and local
health care funds. Phases out private health care plans/insurance policies for
services provided by the System. Commences only after adoption of premium
structure by Legislature and Governor and a determination that there will be
sufficient funding. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of
Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: One-time increase in
state spending in the low millions of dollars to establish a Premium Commission.
If the measure is enacted and future actions were taken to fully implement a
single-payer health care system, state revenues and spending could increase by
roughly $155 billion annually. Revenues to the system could be greater or lesser
than its costs, depending on various factors. Unknown but potentially significant
increase or decrease in the costs to state and local governments of purchasing
health coverage for public employees. Unknown reduction in state insurance
premium tax and corporate income tax revenues of potentially several hundred
million dollars annually. (06-0035.)

The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1231 and the
Attorney General’s tracking number is 06-0035.

The proponent for this measure, David Head, must collect 373,816 signatures of
registered voters, equal to five percent of the total votes cast for governor in the 2002
gubernatorial election, in order to qualify. The 150-day deadline to circulate petitions for
this measure is April 16, 2007. The initiative proponent can be reached at 510-583-
1242,
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