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U.S. District Court Rules in Favor of Secretary  
of State Shelley’s Security Measures 

  

SACRAMENTO, CA – A federal district court judge has ruled that Secretary of State Kevin 
Shelley’s requirements for enhanced security measures on touchscreen machines are “designed to 
protect the voting rights of the state’s citizens.” 

 
Judge Florence-Marie Cooper, of the United States District Court, Central District of 

California, wrote in her ruling, Benavidez v. Shelley, that the Secretary’s “decision to decertify 
touchscreen voting machines and to withhold further certification until he is satisfied that 
manufacturers and counties have complied with specified conditions is a reasonable one.  It is based 
on studies conducted and information gathered which convinced him [Shelley] that the voting 
public’s right to vote is not adequately protected by the systems currently in place.” 

 
She wrote also that, “If any voting systems are deemed by the Secretary to be defective, 

obsolete, or otherwise unacceptable…the Secretary is, therefore not only authorized, but expressly 
directed, to withdraw his approval of any voting system to be defective or unacceptable.” 

 
"The Court has found that the actions we have taken to ensure the security and integrity of 

the November election are appropriate -- that they are, in fact, necessary,” said Secretary Shelley. 
“Now is the time to leave the litigation and the acrimony behind, implement the added security 
measures we have called for, and run a secure, efficient election in November." 

 
Judge Cooper’s decision concerning the plaintiff’s requests for a preliminary injunction and 

temporary restraining order has been added as an attachment. 
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Attachment: Judge Cooper Ruling 
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