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Shelley Vows for More Corporate Accountability and Increased 
Voter Participation as California’s Next Secretary of State 

Pledges to Renew the Promise of American Democracy by Restoring Full Faith  
in our Electoral Process and Confidence in our Economic System 

SACRAMENTO --- Surrounded by family, friends and hundreds of supporters, former Assembly 
Majority Leader Kevin Shelley (D – San Francisco) was officially sworn in as California’s 28th Secretary of 
State at 2:30 p.m. today by California Supreme Court Associate Justice Kathryn Werderger. 

In his Inaugural Address, Secretary Shelley acknowledged the challenges of coming into office in the 
midst of an economic crisis but still laid out an aggressive agenda that will not only increase voter participation, 
but will also expand the Secretary of State’s Office to go farther in ensuring more corporate accountability and 
restoring confidence in our economic system.  

“I launched my campaign for Secretary of State nearly two years ago – in the shadow of the Florida 
election disaster in which thousands of voters were disenfranchised and the history of our country was literally 
altered by a few errant votes,” said Shelley. 

“This country was founded on a promise – that every voice will be heard and every vote will be counted.  
Today, that promise is unrealized as millions of Americans stay home on Election Day – too discouraged or 
disconnected to make their voices heard.  Despite the challenges ahead, I take this oath with confidence, even 
optimism.” 

As part of his pledge to increase participation and restore faith in the electoral process, Shelley vowed to 
pursue: 

• An aggressive and ongoing campaign of voter education to help bring Californians back to the polls

• Extended polling hours and additional voting days to make it easier and more convenient to vote
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• A voters’ Bill of Rights that guarantees qualified poll workers easy access to information and printed 
instructions in a voter’s native language 

 
• Online voter registration and, eventually, online voting 

 
• A voter registration form in every high school diploma and in every new citizen packet 

 
• The ability to vote at any polling place throughout California, regardless of where you live 

 
• “Clean” campaigns that give the voters the information they need, not the mean spiritedness they despise 

 
“I will work to make sure that Proposition 41 funds are spent efficiently and effectively so that 

California never becomes Florida,” continued Shelley.   “I will vigorously implement a major electoral reform I 
drafted – which gives every Californian the ability to become a permanent absentee voter, and helps boost voter 
participation by allowing every citizen the chance to vote by mail.” 
 

Shelley also vowed to expand and use the power of his office to increase corporate accountability in part 
by implementing the Investor Bill of Rights, which he wrote while in the Assembly and the Governor signed 
into law.  

 
“The Secretary of State is more than the guardian of your voting system,” said Shelley.  “The office is 

also given the responsibility of overseeing corporate filings.  In my administration, we will take that 
responsibility to the next level – making sure we also use the power of this office to ensure that companies 
doing business in California are held to the highest standards of ethical business practices. 
 

“We can bring California back from the brink of economic disaster by growing our economy, creating 
jobs and promoting economic justice.  But none of that is possible unless corporations are held to the standards 
necessary to restore the trust and confidence of American investors and consumers. 

 
“It is with great honor that I take this oath – and take up the task of changing California by changing the 

way Californians vote,” concluded Shelley. 
 
 A complete copy of Secretary of State Kevin Shelley’s Inaugural Address is attached. 
 

-end- 
 












