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California Secretary of State Issues
Unprocessed Ballots Report for
September 14, 2021 Gubernatorial Recall Election

SACRAMENTO, CA — County elections officials are hard at work continuing to count ballots
from the 2021 California Gubernatorial Recall Election. County elections officials have up to 30
days after Election Day to complete their extensive tallying, auditing, and certification work
(known as the “Official Canvass”).

California counties handle the printing, mailing, and processing of ballots and as a result, the
frequency of updated results varies by county. The Official Canvass is open to the public and those
interested can contact their local county registrar for additional information. The Secretary of
State’s office does not process ballots in any way.

California’s county elections officials have already processed and counted 9.3 million ballots from
the 2021 California Gubernatorial Recall Election. County elections officials estimate 2.9 million
outstanding ballots remain to be processed and counted. The unprocessed ballots report—a
compilation of estimates from county elections officials—is available at:
https://electionresults.sos.ca.gov/unprocessed-ballots-status

For this election, vote-by-mail ballots postmarked on or before Election Day and received by
county elections officials no later than 7 days after Election Day must be processed.

County elections officials must report their final results to the Secretary of State by October 15.
The Secretary of State will certify the results on October 22, 2021.

Click here for the current reporting status from each county.

When are vote-by-mail ballots counted?

Vote-by-mail ballots that are received by county elections officials before Election Day are
typically counted on Election Day. Many more vote-by-mail ballots are dropped off at polling
places, drop box locations, or arrive at county elections offices on Election Day. Vote-by-mail
ballots postmarked on or before Election Day and received by county elections officials no later
than 7 days after Election Day must be processed.


https://electionresults.sos.ca.gov/unprocessed-ballots-status
https://electionresults.sos.ca.gov/returns/status

Depending on the volume of these types of ballots, it takes up to 30 days for county elections
officials to verify voter records and determine if ballots have been cast by eligible voters. The
frequency of updated results will vary based on the size of each county and the process each local
elections office uses to tally and report votes.

How and when are provisional ballots counted?
In California, provisional ballots serve as a fail-safe method of ensuring all voters who show up to
the polls can cast a ballot.

All provisional ballots are carefully checked by county elections officials to confirm that the
person who voted provisionally is both registered and that they did not cast a ballot by mail or at
another polling location on Election Day. Due to the additional human review and verification
needed for provisional ballots, they are typically counted after Election Day and vote-by-mail
ballots.

How and when are Same Day Voter Registrations processed?

Same Day Voter Registration, also known as Conditional Voter Registration in state law, is a
safety net for Californians who miss the deadline to register to vote or update their voter
registration information for an election.

Eligible citizens who need to register or re-register to vote within 14 days of an election can
complete this process to register and vote at their county elections office, polling place, or vote
center. Their ballots will be processed and counted once the county elections office has completed
the voter registration verification process.

When will the vote counting period end and election be certified?

Election results will change throughout the canvass period as vote-by-mail ballots, provisional
ballots, and other ballots are processed. Depending on the volume of these types of ballots, it may
take up to 30 days for county elections officials to verify voter records and determine if ballots
have been cast by eligible voters. The frequency of updated results will vary based on the size of
each county and the process each county elections office uses to tally and report votes. County
elections officials must report their final results to the Secretary of State by October 15. The
Secretary of State will certify the results on October 22, 2021.
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https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANV0Hbi5Fmi5tuydHtckhTARXw0TOMQ-a2B5d7tS2QKAFaf2aPuq7PokVYf-D1bxZsAKGkXZA1gv6KMNCG4eSbDk6sYvt5IDIlXfG5w-vXXakQ%3D%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687429157&sdata=ySXNBpLp5eC5HXpgEbymrKfWVwNNALtnUiCbJ2MS%2Fyg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANV0Hbi5Fmi5tuydHtckhTARXw0TOMQ-a2B5d7tS2QKAFaf2aPuq7PokVYf-D1bxZsAKGkXZA1gv6KMNCG4eSbDk6sYvt5IDIlXfG5w-vXXakQ%3D%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687429157&sdata=ySXNBpLp5eC5HXpgEbymrKfWVwNNALtnUiCbJ2MS%2Fyg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANVTnKpPkyGx4EYd-V1a3CXgEUB4Azd2EjuhoEdvrC9wYtNBebQ53jBgCC-NOgfBg8WzgqDvBAtAymbxRXTmaAbXQUURxRC8wZn%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687439161&sdata=c88PfUgnHVpNeTCwYyZ38QuGlCSUBPLUo4gEjz6n8gQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANVTnKpPkyGx4EYd-V1a3CXgEUB4Azd2EjuhoEdvrC9wYtNBebQ53jBgCC-NOgfBg8WzgqDvBAtAymbxRXTmaAbXQUURxRC8wZn%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687439161&sdata=c88PfUgnHVpNeTCwYyZ38QuGlCSUBPLUo4gEjz6n8gQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nNKAK3Fsc9DW3aY6xL7i7SWbisyBCRrKmk8L8UU6pZ7HmHOcmev9JOPXXMp7wpRDuWLcjp4_xArfC7RT3IM5xHaM3b5yG_gs_gDBrbfcQ2KS5Ogkb9I2EAgnA2uSQl5NHg%3D%3D%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687439161&sdata=9TkZmwNHoqLCvf8Gq0Egql8A%2BHM7KPCMoxaoVM7EjuE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nNKAK3Fsc9DW3aY6xL7i7SWbisyBCRrKmk8L8UU6pZ7HmHOcmev9JOPXXMp7wpRDuWLcjp4_xArfC7RT3IM5xHaM3b5yG_gs_gDBrbfcQ2KS5Ogkb9I2EAgnA2uSQl5NHg%3D%3D%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687439161&sdata=9TkZmwNHoqLCvf8Gq0Egql8A%2BHM7KPCMoxaoVM7EjuE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANVjgzDxYmqpMF316ea1BbRvrvnpf2KLlfpI02NLsAvtiV9R7lWbyDsw8YK7BIBp5Ae4f9v7srTU2OcZqWN8pzHZRaCH9jsuJHrdUfPincy5pVcdrIbslcVpQ%3D%3D%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687449175&sdata=ejf%2BIfF%2BTriPR5XSu6fG53P3Acgeq%2BMm0%2FSBUDi0xnU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ngiFsNW_pxoyLU4VQPrchlkCo0DlU8s7P53DGLpWoVlFZ87c7DV-nE7bwfA-NANVjgzDxYmqpMF316ea1BbRvrvnpf2KLlfpI02NLsAvtiV9R7lWbyDsw8YK7BIBp5Ae4f9v7srTU2OcZqWN8pzHZRaCH9jsuJHrdUfPincy5pVcdrIbslcVpQ%3D%3D%26c%3DYVuDkVdEjbC8XKp-briUh2Dmzu7XD0lu3i5yJAXL9nCp9KFHIuznfg%3D%3D%26ch%3DxwqgzfvkASErqs62uvjv6IUFHEDRPBazNuhP9zmhkFjO-a1d_XSULQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C096d6624ca2d488c857408d68c9d8fd0%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C636851005687449175&sdata=ejf%2BIfF%2BTriPR5XSu6fG53P3Acgeq%2BMm0%2FSBUDi0xnU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaSOS/
https://twitter.com/CASOSvote/
https://www.instagram.com/californiasos_/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/CaliforniaSOS/
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