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Voter's Registered with No Party Preference now 2nd Largest 

Group in California; Secretary of State Releases Report of 
Registration 

SACRAMENTO – Secretary of State Alex Padilla released the final statewide Report of 
Registration ahead of the June 5, 2018, Statewide Direct Primary. As of May 21, 2018 there were 
19,023,417 registered voters in California. This is an increase of 1,301,411 registered voters 
since the last Report of Registration at a similar point in a gubernatorial election cycle (May 19, 
2014). 75.73% of eligible Californians are registered to vote. This is the highest percentage of 
eligible citizens registered to vote heading into a California Gubernatorial Primary in the past 64 
years. 

 

Click here to view the complete statewide Report of Registration 
 

“I’m proud to see the highest percentage of eligible Californians registered and ready to vote in a 
gubernatorial primary in decades,” Secretary of State Alex Padilla said. “Registering to vote is 
just the first step. For the over 19 million California citizens who are registered to vote, the next 
step to participating is to cast your ballot. Only Californians who cast their vote — by mail or in 
person on Election Day — have a say in which measures our state adopts and which candidates 
are elected.” 

 
Changes in Party Affiliation in California 
For the first time, the number of voters registered with No Party Preference has surpassed those 
registered with the Republican Party in California. Voters registered with the Democratic Party 
remain the largest group. 

 
“For years, the numbers of voters registered without a party preference has been increasing. 
Today’s report shows a significant milestone in the ever changing California electorate — 
voter’s without a party preference now outnumber registered Republicans. At the Secretary of 
State’s office we’re working to make it easier for all citizens to register to vote. We’ve  
developed a mobile friendly voter registration website, redesigned our paper voter registration 
forms, and have worked with the DMV to implement automatic registration.” 

 
In 1998, voters registered without a party preference made up just 12.4% of the electorate. Since 
then, the share of voters registered without a party preference has doubled--jumping over 13 

http://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/sov/2016-primary/05-historical-voter-reg-primary.pdf
http://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/sov/2016-primary/05-historical-voter-reg-primary.pdf
http://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/sov/2016-primary/05-historical-voter-reg-primary.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/report-registration/15day-primary-2018/


percentage points to 25.5%. During the same time period, Republican registrations declined from 
35.8% of the electorate to just 25.1% now. 

 
Trends in Statewide Voter Registration 1998 – 2018 

 
 1998 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018 

Democrat 46.8% 45.0% 42.7% 44.5% 43.4% 44.4% 

Republican 35.8% 35.0% 34.4% 30.8% 28.4% 25.1% 

No Party 
Preference 

12.4% 14.8% 18.5% 20.2% 21.2% 25.5% 

(Based on 15 Day Reports of Registration ahead of Gubernatorial Primary Elections) 
 

Conditional Voter Registration 
“There is a new opportunity for California citizens who missed the voter registration deadline — 
conditional voter registration," Secretary of State Alex Padilla said. 

 
“If you missed the regular voter registration deadline, you may not be able to vote at your local 
polling place or by mail, but you still have an opportunity to cast a ballot. Between now and 
Election Day, you can go to your county election office or a designated satellite location to 
complete the conditional voter registration process by filing out a voter registration card and a 
ballot. Once county elections officials complete the regular voter registration verification 
process, your ballot will be processed and your vote will be counted. This is yet another step 
California is taking to lead the nation in expanding voting rights and access to the ballot,” Padilla 
added. 

 
Californians who  are  unsure  of  their  voter  registration  status  can  quickly check  it  online  
at voterstatus.sos.ca.gov 

 

Click here for a list of conditional voter registration locations by county. 
 

The Report of Registration includes: 
 

• Voter registration by political party, by county, city, congressional district, state senate 
district, and state assembly district. 

• Statewide voter registration by age group by county. 
• Historical comparisons to previous reports in gubernatorial primary years. 
• Reports on political bodies attempting to qualify as political parties (by county). 

https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/upcoming-elections/statewide-direct-primary-june-5-2018/early-voting-and-vote-mail-drop-locations/


Registration Comparison May 21, 2018 Report vs. May 19, 2014 Report 
 

Political Party # Registered 
(2018) 

% of 
Total 
(2018) 

# Registered 
(2014) 

% of 
Total 
(2014) 

Change in % 
Points 

(2014 to 2018) 
Democratic 8,438,268 44.36% 7,692,670 43.41% +0.95 
Republican 4,769,299 25.07% 5,036,610 28.42% -3.35 
No Party 
Preference 4,852,817 25.51% 3,749,215 21.16% +4.35 

American 
Independent 504,325 2.65% 475,914 2.69% -0.04 

Green 90,404 0.48% 109,674 0.62% -0.14 
Libertarian 141,701 0.74% 116,733 0.66% +0.08 
Peace and 
Freedom 74,282 0.39% 78,345 0.44% -0.05 

Unknown/Other 152,321 0.80% 462,845 2.61% -1.81 

### 
 

Follow the California Secretary of State on Twitter and Facebook. 

https://twitter.com/CASOSvote
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaSOS/
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