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New Measure Eligible for California's November 2016 Ballot 
Cigarette Tax to Fund Healthcare, Tobacco Use Prevention, Research, and Law 

Enforcement. Initiative Constitutional Amendment and Statute. 
 

SACRAMENTO - Secretary of State Alex Padilla today announced that an initiative is eligible for the 
November 8, 2016, General Election ballot.  
 
In order to become eligible for the ballot, the initiative needed 585,407 valid petition signatures, which is 
equal to eight percent of the total votes cast for governor in the November 2014 General Election.  
 
An initiative can qualify via random sampling of petition signatures if the sampling projects a number of 
valid signatures greater than 110 percent of the required number.  The initiative needed at least 643,948 
projected valid signatures to qualify by random sampling, and it exceeded that threshold today. 
 
On June 30, 2016, the Secretary of State will certify the initiative as qualified for the November 8, 2016 
General Election ballot, unless the proponent withdraws the initiative prior to that date pursuant to 
Elections Code section 9604(b).  
 
The Attorney General's official title and summary of the initiative is as follows: 
 

CIGARETTE TAX TO FUND HEALTHCARE, TOBACCO USE PREVENTION, 
RESEARCH, AND LAW ENFORCEMENT. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT AND STATUTE. Increases cigarette tax by $2.00 per pack, with 
equivalent increase on other tobacco products and electronic cigarettes containing nicotine. 
Allocates revenues primarily to increase funding for existing healthcare programs; also for 
tobacco use prevention/control programs, tobacco-related disease research and law 
enforcement, University of California physician training, dental disease prevention 
programs, and administration. Excludes these revenues from Proposition 98 funding 
requirements. If tax causes decreased tobacco consumption, transfers tax revenues to offset 
decreases to existing tobacco-funded programs and sales tax revenues. Requires biennial 
audit. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal 
impact on state and local government: Net increase in excise tax revenues in the range 
of $1.1 billion to $1.6 billion annually by 2017-18, with revenues decreasing slightly in 
subsequent years. The majority of funds would be used for payments to health care 
providers. The remaining funds would be used for a variety of specified purposes, 
including tobacco-related prevention and cessation programs, law enforcement 
programs, medical research on tobacco-related diseases, and early childhood 
development programs. (15-0081.)  
 

The proponents of this initiative are Dustin Corcoran, Laphonza Butler, Olivia J. Diaz-Lapham, and Tom 
Steyer. The proponents can be reached c/o Lance H. Olson at (916) 442-2952.   



 
For more information about how an initiative qualifies for the ballot in California, visit: 
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ballot-measures/how-qualify-initiative/.  
 

 
### 

Follow the California Secretary of State on Twitter and Facebook. 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ballot-measures/how-qualify-initiative/
https://twitter.com/CASOSvote
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaSOS/
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