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Electoral College Initiative Enters Circulation 
 

Presidential Electors. 
Political Party Nomination and Election 

 By Congressional District. Initiative Statute. 
 

SACRAMENTO – Secretary of State Debra Bowen today announced that the proponent of a 
new initiative may begin collecting petition signatures for his measure.   
 
The Attorney General prepares the legal title and summary that is required to appear on initiative 
petitions.  When the official language is complete, the Attorney General forwards it to the 
proponent and to the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State then provides calendar deadlines 
to the proponent and to county elections officials, and the initiative may be circulated for 
signatures.  The Attorney General’s official title and summary for the measure is as follows: 

 

 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS. POLITICAL PARTY NOMINATION AND 
ELECTION BY CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. INITIATIVE STATUTE. 
Requires California to join two other states in selecting electors for president by 
the plurality vote in each congressional district. Two at-large electors to be 
selected based on plurality of statewide vote for president.  Provides for political 
party nomination of electors pledged to vote for that party’s candidate.  Mandates 
that electors vote for candidate for whom they are pledged. Independent electors 
to be chosen by independent presidential candidates and also elected by 
congressional district. Eliminates $10 compensation and 5 cents per mile 
reimbursement of electors. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and 
Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Reduced 
state expenses of less than $10,000 every four years. (10-0024.) 

 
The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1477 and the Attorney General’s 
tracking number is 10-0024. 
 
The proponent for this measure, Edward “Ted” Costa, must collect signatures of 504,760 
registered voters – the number equal to five percent of the total votes cast for governor in the 
2010 gubernatorial election – in order to qualify it for the ballot.  The proponent has 150 days to 
circulate petitions for this measure, meaning the signatures must be collected by July 5, 2011. 
 
The initiative proponent can be reached at (916) 482-6175.  
 
To sign up for regular ballot measure updates via email, RSS feed or Twitter, go to 
www.sos.ca.gov/multimedia. 
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