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Public Benefits Initiative Enters Circulation 
 

Denial of Public Benefits for Persons Who Cannot Verify  
Lawful Presence.  Denial of Birth Certificates to Children of 

 Undocumented Parents Who Fail to Verify Status.  Initiative Statute.   
   

SACRAMENTO – Secretary of State Debra Bowen today announced that the proponents of a 
new initiative may begin collecting petition signatures for their measure.   
 
The Attorney General prepares the legal title and summary that is required to appear on initiative 
petitions.  When the official language is complete, the Attorney General forwards it to the 
proponents and to the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State then provides calendar deadlines 
to the proponents and to county elections officials, and the initiative may be circulated for 
signatures.  The Attorney General’s official title and summary for the measure is as follows: 
 

DENIAL OF PUBLIC BENEFITS FOR PERSONS WHO CANNOT 
VERIFY LAWFUL PRESENCE. DENIAL OF BIRTH CERTIFICATES 
TO CHILDREN OF UNDOCUMENTED PARENTS WHO FAIL TO 
VERIFY STATUS. INITIATIVE STATUTE.  Requires applicants for state, 
local, and state-administered federal aid to verify lawful presence in United 
States.  Requires applications for public benefits submitted by undocumented 
parents on behalf of their lawful-resident children to be given to federal 
authorities.  Denies birth certificates to children born to undocumented parents 
unless mother provides fingerprint and other information to be given to federal 
authorities.  Limits benefits for children in child-only CalWORKS cases to federal 
minimum.  Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance 
of fiscal impact on state and local government:  If upheld in the courts, unknown 
potential one-time and ongoing costs to state and local governments due to 
changes in the application process for public benefits as well as changes in the 
way birth certificates are issued.  These costs would be partly offset by additional 
new fees for certain birth certificates.  Unknown, but probably minor, state and 
local law enforcement costs due to provisions in the measure creating new crimes, 
such as for the filing of false affidavits to obtain public benefits.  If upheld in the 
courts, state savings of over $1 billion annually from prohibiting child-only 
CalWORKs cases, partially offset by state and county costs for children who 
shifted to Foster Care or county general assistance programs.  Further unknown 
savings from the provisions changing the application processes for public 
benefits. (09-0004.)  

 
 – MORE –  



DB09:021 
April 10, 2009 
Page 2 
 
The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1358 and the Attorney General’s 
tracking number is 09-0004. 
 
The proponents for this measure, Ted Hilton, Tony Dolz, and Bill Morrow, must collect 
signatures of 433,971 registered voters – the number equal to 5% of the total votes cast for 
governor in the 2006 gubernatorial election – in order to qualify it for the ballot.  The proponents 
have 150 days to circulate petitions for this measure, meaning the signatures must be collected 
by September 8, 2009. 
 
The initiative proponents can be reached at P.O. Box 9985, San Diego, California, 92169.  No 
phone number was provided. 
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