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Secretary of State Debra Bowen Certifies 
Second Measure for November 4, 2008, General Election 

SACRAMENTO – Secretary of State Debra Bowen today certified a second initiative for the 
November 4, 2008, General Election ballot.  The measure relates to the treatment of farm  
animals.  The first measure is the High Speed Passenger Rail Bond Act (Senate Bill 1856 
(Costa), Chapter 697, Statutes of 2002). 
 
In order to qualify for the ballot, this initiative needed 433,971 valid petition signatures, which is 
equal to 5% of the total votes cast for governor in the November 2006 General Election. The 
measure qualified when 536,605 of the 782,507 signatures submitted were determined to be  
valid after a random check of signatures.   
 
County elections officials have 30 working days to verify the validity of the signatures filed with 
their offices using a random sampling method.  The state Elections Code requires elections 
officials to verify 500 signatures, or 3% of the number of signatures filed in their county, 
whichever is greater. Counties receiving fewer than 500 petition signatures are required to verify 
all the signatures filed in their offices.  
 
A measure can qualify via random sampling, without further verification, if the sampling 
projects a number of valid signatures greater than 110% of the required number.  This measure 
needed at least 477,369 projected valid signatures to qualify by random sampling, and it 
exceeded that threshold today. 
 
The Attorney General’s official title and summary of the initiative is as follows: 
 

TREATMENT OF FARM ANIMALS. STATUTE. Requires that an enclosure 
or tether confining specified farm animals allow the animals for the majority of  
every day to fully extend their limbs or wings, lie down, stand up, and turn 
around. Specified animals include calves raised for veal, egg-laying hens, and 
pregnant pigs. Exceptions made for transportation, rodeos, fairs, 4-H programs, 
lawful slaughter, research and veterinary purposes. Provides misdemeanor  
penalties, including a fine not to exceed $1,000 and/or imprisonment in jail for up 
to 180 days. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance 
of fiscal impact on state and local government: Probably minor local and state 
enforcement and prosecution costs, partly offset by increased fine revenue. 
(Initiative 07-0041.) 
 

The proponent of this initiative is  Joe Ramsey.  He can be reached at (916) 967-8102. 
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The last day to qualify a measure for the November General Election ballot is June 26.  
 
For more information about how an initiative qualifies for the ballot in California, go to 
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/initiative_guide.htm. 
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