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FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 
November 16, 2017 

Revised 
 

UPDATE OF INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 

Following the receipt of public comments, the Secretary of State decided to not make 
any amendments to the proposed regulations. 
 
SUMMARY AND RESPONSE TO COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE INITIAL 
NOTICE PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 1, 2017. 
 
The Secretary of State received one set of comments to the proposed regulations from 
Mr. Michael J. Scarpello of San Bernardino County. Mr. Scarpello’s comments and the 
Secretary of State’s responses are as follows: 
 
Comment No. 1: In Section 20200 and Section 20230, please clarify what is a “biennial 
inspection.”  
 
Response: “Biennial inspection,” as used in Section 20200 and Section 20230, are 
inspections of ballot printing facilities, conducted every two years, to ensure ballot 
printers remain in compliance with the regulations. Inspections of ballot printing facilities 
are outlined in Section 20231 of the regulations. While the Secretary of State notes this 
comment, the original language has been retained. The Secretary of State believes 
Section 20231 of the regulations addresses this comment. 
 
Comment No. 2: In Section 20204, clear definition of “user” is needed if regulations still 
include the word “user.”  Maybe the word “user” should be changed to “jurisdiction” as it 
is in other places within these regulations.  
 
Response: “User,” as utilized in Section 20204, is intended to mean jurisdiction. While 
the Secretary of State notes this comment, the original language has been retained. 
Regarding ballot on demand systems, the words “user” and “jurisdiction” are used 
interchangeably throughout the regulations. 
 
Comment No. 3: In Section 20207, the term “ballot type” should be replaced with 
“content, tint, and water mark.” If this change is not made, please add a definition of 
“ballot type.” The term ballot type, as written, seems to refer to a voting method (vote by 
mail or voting at polls). 
 
Response: “Ballot style,” as defined by Section 20207, means the specification for the 
unfinished ballot card or ballot card.  “Ballot type,” as utilized in the text of Section 
20207, refers to poll ballots and vote by mail (VBM) ballots as noted in the text. Ballot 
styles are the combination of the ballot card dimension, format, and ballot type (e.g poll 
ballot or VBM ballots). While the Secretary of State notes this comment, the original 
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language has been retained. The Secretary of State believes Sections 20207 provides 
clear examples of “ballot type.” 
 
Comment No. 4: In Section 20271(c), from a pre-cut ballot sheet, we apply a tint and 
ballot content in a single pass.  Is the reference to “manufacturing and finishing or 
finishing” intended to mean that the “manufacturing and finishing or finishing” 
regulations only apply to jurisdictions/customers/users? 
 
Response: While the Secretary of State notes this comment, the original language has 
been retained. Section 20271 is within Article 8 of the regulations. Article 8 is specific to 
jurisdictions/customers/users and titled “Jurisdictional Approval for Use of a Ballot on 
Demand System.”  
 
Comment No. 5: Other concerns, in our certification letter, there is a requirement to 
complete an inventory four times a year. Under these new regulations, will we be 
required to continue this practice?  We believe that inventorying blank pieces of paper is 
unnecessarily burdensome and does not add more security or integrity.  If this is still a 
requirement, we ask that the annual intervals be replaced with an interval that is related 
to an election. 
 
Response: The Secretary of State removed Section 20254 in its entirety. Section 
20254 detailed the requirement that physical inventories be taken four times a year and 
submitted to Secretary of State. As indicated in the “Initial Statement of Reasons,” 
former Section 20254 was incorporated into Section 20238. Former sections 20250, 
20251, 20252, 20253 and 20254 have been streamlined and combined into section 
20238. This was done to simplify the requirements for handling unused ballot material, 
recognizing the new printing processes in use. 
 


