ALIFORNIA SECRETARY OF STATE BRUCE McPHERSON

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Nghia Nguyen Demovic
Friday, October 7, 2005 916-653-6575

Statement By Secretary of State Bruce McPherson
Regarding the Signing of AB 1636

Sacramento, CA --- | would like to commend the Governor for signing AB 1636.
This new law will strengthen two areas of elections that are important to all Californians:
voting system security and voter confidence.

This bi-partisan measure will provide for enhanced security of direct recording
electronic (DRE) voting systems. The provisions of this bill will prohibit DRE voting
machines from being connected to the Internet and the transmission of official data
through a wireless connection.

This measure will also allow my office to conduct random audits of DRE voting
machines to ensure that only software certified for use in California is being used. This
provision will provide additional assurance that voting machines are working as claimed
by their manufacturers.
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