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New Measure Eligible for California's November 2016 Ballot 
Firearms. Ammunition Sales. Initiative Statute. 

 
SACRAMENTO - Secretary of State Alex Padilla today announced that an initiative is eligible for the 
November 8, 2016, General Election ballot.  
 
In order to become eligible for the ballot, the initiative needed 365,880 valid petition signatures, which is 
equal to five percent of the total votes cast for governor in the November 2014 General Election.  
 
An initiative can qualify via random sampling of petition signatures if the sampling projects a number of 
valid signatures greater than 110 percent of the required number.  The initiative needed at least 402,468 
projected valid signatures to qualify by random sampling, and it exceeded that threshold today. 
 
On June 30, 2016, the Secretary of State will certify the initiative as qualified for the November 8, 2016 
General Election ballot, unless the proponent withdraws the initiative prior to that date pursuant to 
Elections Code section 9604(b).  
 
The Attorney General's official title and summary of the initiative is as follows: 
 

FIREARMS. AMMUNITION SALES. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Prohibits possession 
of large-capacity ammunition magazines, and requires their disposal by sale to dealer, 
destruction, or removal from state. Requires most individuals to pass background check 
and obtain Department of Justice authorization to purchase ammunition. Requires most 
ammunition sales be made through licensed ammunition vendors and reported to 
Department of Justice. Requires lost or stolen firearms and ammunition be reported to law 
enforcement. Prohibits persons convicted of stealing a firearm from possessing firearms. 
Establishes new procedures for enforcing laws prohibiting firearm possession by felons 
and violent criminals. Requires Department of Justice to provide information about 
prohibited persons to federal National Instant Criminal Background Check System. 
Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on 
state and local government: Increased state costs in the tens of millions of dollars 
annually related to regulating ammunition sales, likely offset by various regulatory 
fees authorized by the measure. Increase in court and law enforcement costs, not 
likely to exceed the tens of millions of dollars annually, related to removing firearms 
from prohibited persons as part of court sentencing proceedings. These costs could be 
offset to some extent by fees authorized by the measure. Potential increase in state 
and local correctional costs, not likely to exceed the low millions of dollars annually, 
related to new and increased penalties. (15-0098.)  
 

The proponent of this initiative is Gavin Newsom. The proponent can be reached c/o Thomas A. Willis 
and Margaret R. Prinzing at (510) 346-6200.  
 



For more information about how an initiative qualifies for the ballot in California, go to 
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ballot-measures/how-qualify-initiative/ 
 

### 
 
Follow the California Secretary of State on Twitter and Facebook. 
 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ballot-measures/how-qualify-initiative/
https://twitter.com/CASOSvote
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaSOS/
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