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Death Penalty Initiative Enters Circulation 
 

Death Penalty. Procedures. Initiative Statutory and Constitutional Amendment. 
 

SACRAMENTO – Secretary of State Debra Bowen today announced the proponent of a new 
initiative may begin collecting petition signatures for his measure.   
 
The Attorney General prepares the legal title and summary that is required to appear on initiative 
petitions. When the official language is complete, the Attorney General forwards it to the proponent 
and to the Secretary of State, and the initiative may be circulated for signatures. The Secretary of State 
then provides calendar deadlines to the proponent and to county elections officials. The Attorney 
General’s official title and summary for the measure is as follows: 
 

DEATH PENALTY. PROCEDURES. INITIATIVE STATUTORY AND 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. Gives state appellate courts jurisdiction over 
death penalty appeals, before consideration by California Supreme Court. Changes 
procedures governing state court petitions challenging death penalty convictions and 
sentences. Designates superior court for initial petitions and limits successive petitions. 
Imposes time limits on state court death penalty review. Requires appointed attorneys 
who take noncapital appeals to accept death penalty appeals. Exempts prison officials 
from existing regulation process for developing execution methods. Authorizes death row 
inmate transfers among California state prisons. States death row inmates are required to 
work and pay victim restitution. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and 
Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Increased state costs 
potentially in the tens of millions of dollars annually for several years related to 
direct appeals and habeas corpus proceedings, with the fiscal impact on such costs 
being unknown in the long run. Potential state correctional savings in the tens of 
millions of dollars annually. (13-0055.) 
 

The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1643 and the Attorney General’s tracking 
number is 13-0055.   
 
The proponent for the measure, Kermit Alexander, must collect signatures of 807,615 registered voters 
(eight percent of the total votes cast for governor in the 2010 gubernatorial election) in order to qualify 
it for the ballot. The proponent has 150 days to circulate petitions for the measure, meaning the 
signatures must be submitted to county elections officials by July 10, 2014. 
 
The proponent can be reached at (916) 442-7757.   
 
To sign up for regular ballot measure updates via email, RSS feed, or Twitter, go to 
www.sos.ca.gov/multimedia. 
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