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Two Marijuana Initiatives Enter Circulation 
 

SACRAMENTO – Secretary of State Debra Bowen today announced that the proponents of two 
new initiatives may begin collecting petition signatures for their measures.   
 
The Attorney General prepares the legal title and summary that is required to appear on initiative 
petitions.  When the official language is complete, the Attorney General forwards it to the 
proponents and to the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State then provides calendar deadlines 
to the proponents and to county elections officials, and the initiative may be circulated for 
signatures.  The Attorney General’s official title and summary for the first measure is as follows: 
 

CHANGES CALIFORNIA LAW TO LEGALIZE MARIJUANA AND 
ALLOW IT TO BE REGULATED AND TAXED. INITIATIVE STATUTE. 
Allows people 21 years old or older to possess, cultivate, or transport marijuana 
for personal use. Permits local governments to regulate and tax commercial 
production and sale of marijuana to people 21 years old or older. Prohibits people 
from possessing marijuana on school grounds, using it in public, smoking it while 
minors are present, or providing it to anyone under 21 years old. Maintains 
current prohibitions against driving while impaired. Summary of estimate by 
Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local 
governments: Savings of up to several tens of millions of dollars annually to state 
and local governments on the costs of incarcerating and supervising certain 
marijuana offenders. Unknown but potentially major tax, fee, and benefit 
assessment revenues to state and local government related to the production and 
sale of marijuana products. (09-0024.)  

 
The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1377 and the Attorney General’s 
tracking number is 09-0024. 
 
The proponents for this measure, Richard Seib Lee and Jeffrey Wayne Jones, must collect 
signatures of 433,971 registered voters – the number equal to 5% of the total votes cast for 
governor in the 2006 gubernatorial election – in order to qualify it for the ballot.  The proponents 
have 150 days to circulate petitions for this measure, meaning the signatures must be collected 
by February 18, 2010. 
  
The initiative proponents can be reached at (510) 208-4554. 
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The Attorney General’s official title and summary for the second measure is as follows: 
 

CHANGES CALIFORNIA LAW TO LEGALIZE, REGULATE, AND TAX 
MARIJUANA. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Repeals state laws that make it a 
crime for people to use, possess, sell, cultivate, or transport marijuana. Requires 
the Legislature to adopt laws regulating and taxing marijuana within one year of 
passage. Allows local governments to also tax the manufacture, sale, and use of 
marijuana. Bars state and local governments from spending money to enforce 
laws prohibiting the use, possession, sale, cultivation, or transportation of 
marijuana. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance 
of fiscal impact on state and local governments: Savings in the several tens of 
millions of dollars annually to state and local governments on the costs of 
incarcerating and supervising certain marijuana offenders. Unknown but 
potentially major new excise, income, and sales tax revenues related to the 
manufacture and sale of marijuana products. (09-0025.)  

 
The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1378 and the Attorney 
General’s tracking number is 09-0025. 
 
The proponent for this measure, John Donohue, must collect signatures of 433,971 registered 
voters – the number equal to 5% of the total votes cast for governor in the 2006 gubernatorial 
election – in order to qualify it for the ballot.  The proponent has 150 days to circulate petitions 
for this measure, meaning the signatures must be collected by February 18, 2010. 
 
The initiative proponent can be reached at P.O. Box 32622, Long Beach, California 90832.  No 
phone number was provided. 
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