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Proposed Initiative Enters Circulation 
California Nationhood. Initiative Constitutional Amendment and Statute. 

 
SACRAMENTO – Secretary of State Alex Padilla announced the proponent of a new initiative 
was cleared to begin collecting petition signatures today.   
 
The Attorney General prepares the legal title and summary that is required to appear on initiative 
petitions. When the official language is complete, the Attorney General forwards it to the 
proponent and to the Secretary of State, and the initiative may be circulated for signatures. The 
Secretary of State then provides calendar deadlines to the proponent and to county elections 
officials. The Attorney General’s official title and summary for the measure is as follows: 
 

CALIFORNIA NATIONHOOD. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT AND STATUTE. Repeals provision in California Constitution 
stating California is an inseparable part of the United States and that the United 
States Constitution is the supreme law of the land. Places question of whether 
California should become a separate country on a future ballot. Treats result of 
such future vote as declaration of independence from the United States if 50 
percent of registered voters participate and 55 percent of those voting approve. 
Requires Governor to request California admission to the United Nations if voters 
approve independence. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director 
of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: The fiscal impact of 
this measure is dependent on various factors, including a vote by the people 
on this measure, a subsequent vote on California independence, possible legal 
challenges, and implementation issues. Assuming that California actually 
became an independent nation, the state and its local governments would 
experience major, but unknown, budgetary impacts. This measure also 
would result in tens of millions of dollars of one-time state and local election 
costs. (16-0011.) 
 

The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1795 and the Attorney General’s 
tracking number is 16-0011.  
 



The proponent of the measure, Marcus Evans, must collect the signatures of 585,407 registered 
voters (eight percent of the total votes cast for Governor in the November 2014 general election) 
in order to qualify it for the ballot. The proponent has 180 days to circulate petitions for the 
measure, meaning the signatures must be submitted to county elections officials by July 25, 
2017. The proponent can be reached at president@yescalifornia.org. No phone number was 
provided.   
 

### 
 
Follow the California Secretary of State on Twitter and Facebook. 
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